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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 

Business Activity for the 4-week period ending Novem- 
ber 15 was up 3 per cent from the previous 4 weeks, and 6 
per cent from the corresponding period in 1951, but for the 
first 10 months of the year was 2 per cent below last year, 
according to the New York Times activity index. 

Freight Car Loadings for the same 4-week period 
dropped 3 per cent from the previous 4 weeks, were 1 per 
cent below the corresponding period in 1951, and for the 
first 10 months of the year were 7 per cent below last year. 

Bank Debits outside New York City were up 2 per cent 
in October from September, 8 per cent from October 1951, 
and 4 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 

Life Insurance Sales were up 14 per cent in October 
from September, 17 per cent from October 1951, and for 
the first 10 months of the year were 14 per cent above 
last year. 

Industrial Production as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board Index was unchanged in October from Sep- 
tember at a level 4 per cent above October 1951, but for 
the first 10 months of the year was 2 per cent below last 
year. 

Electric Power Production was up 4 per cent in October 
from September, 7 per cent from October 1951, and 8 per 
cent for the first 10 months of the year. 

Bituminous Coal Production was down 31 per cent in Oc- 
tober from September, 37 per cent from October 1951, and 
for the first 10 months of the year was 14 per cent below 
last year. 

Steel Production was up 5 per cent in October from Sep- 
tember, and 8 per cent from October 1951, but for the 

(Continued on Page 2) 


IN OHIO 


Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities were up 2 per cent in Oc- 
tober from September, 8 per cent from October 1951, and 
4 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 

Life Insurance Sales were up 17 per cent in October 
from September, 14 per cent from October 1951, and 15 
per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 


Agricultural Income was up 45 per cent in October from 
September, 4 per cent from October 1951, and 2 per cent 
for the first 10 months of the year. 

Electric Power Production was down 1 per cent in Oc- 
tober from September, but was 5 per cent above October 
1951, and for the first 10 months of the year was 4 per 
cent above last year. 

Bituminous Coal Production was down 29 per cent in Oc- 
tober from September and from October 1951, and for the 
first 10 months of the year was 6 per cent below last year. 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded was down 7 per cent in October from Sep- 
tember, but was 23 per cent above October 1951. For the 
first 10 months of the year as compared with last year, 
construction activity was down 3 per cent. 

Retail Sales of Independent Dealers were up 14 per cent 
in October from September, 8 per cent from October 1951, 
and 2 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 

Department Store Sales were up 21 per cent in October 
from September, 6 per cent from October 1951, and for 
the first 10 months of the year were fractionally above 
last year. 

Dyers’ and Cleaners’ Sales were up 13 per cent in Oc- 
tober from September, 5 per cent from October 1951, and 
2 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 


PRODUCTIVITY CHANGES 


Productivity is one measure of the business and eco- 
nomic efficiency of an economy. It indicates the amount of 
goods the economy can consume (and must consume for 
efficient functioning of the economy) for each hour of op- 
eration. Productivity of the economy is really the rate of 
return for a given period of economic operation of the 
total economy. Changes in productivity, therefore, are 
significant indicators of the increases or decreases in the 
amount of time (effort) necessary to produce a given 
amount of goods. 

Productivity of an economy should not be confused with 
total output of the economy. As a matter of fact, pro- 
ductivity can actually increase while the total output of 
an economy decreases. 

Increases in productivity are not automatic; ample evi- 
dence of this lies in the historical record of China, India 
and other countries. Increased productivity results from 
finding and using better methods—methods which require 
less labor—for accomplishing a given task. Many meth- 
ods for increasing productivity exist and have been used 
concurrently or individually. Increased productivity may 


result from better methods of handling a given job with 
the same equipment. The “line” method of production, 
for example, increased labor’s efficiency considerably. The 
introduction of labor-saving power equipment increases 
productivity. The substitution of some materials, plastics 
for metals for example, in some products, has made the 
worker’s job easier and hence permitted a larger output 
per man-hour. 

Productivity is affected by business men’s performance 
of normal day-to-day duties. Plant layout, scheduling of 
work, assignment of specific jobs to specific persons, in- 
troduction of innovations, are all significant factors which 
help determine the output per hour’s operation. Manage- 
ment’s practices and policies which promote a spirit of 
cooperation—teamwork—cannot fail to increase produc- 
tivity. 

The health and morale of the labor force which are de- 
pendent on many factors of a social, political, and econom- 
ic nature are important factors in determining labor’s 
productivity. 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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woex IN THE UNITED STATES 
NUMBER EMPLOYED | | 450 trem t) 
see TABLE FOR BASE PERIOD a os 3 ie _ first 10 months of the year was 16 per cent below is 
PAYROLLS| ’ i the same period last year. The steel industry op- 
350 i. J 350 erated at 107 per cent of theoretical capacity in 
LW Ws October. 
3001, 300 Machine Tool Shipments in October were up 62 
oso cent from October 1951 and for the first 10 
months of the year were 89 per cent above last year, 
200 MANUFACTURING 200 New orders in October were down 40 per cent from za 
NUMBER EMPLOYED COST OF LIVING P= 
1 | October 1951, and for the first 10 months of the year 
=were 37 per cent below last year. 
i | | i Construction Activity as measured by the value of 
PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION contracts awarded was down 36 per cent in October 
450 — aso. from September, but was 24 per cent above October P 
i 1951, and for the first 10 months of the year was 4 
400 400 per cent above last year. 
_ ‘a ‘ Retail Sales of Independent Dealers were up 8 per | 
\ 360 cent in October from September, 6 per cent from 
300 St... \ 300 -- October 1951, and 3 per cent for the first 10 months 
INDUSTRIAL s ‘ of the year. 
PRODUCT! 
250 ~~ oN al ve " 250 Department Store Sales were up 6 per cent in Oc- En 
tober from September, 5 per cent from October 1951 
j and 1 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. . 
150 +t, 180 Commodity Prices at Wholesale dropped fraction- 
\ } ally in October from September, were 2 per cent be- 
100 H 100 ~©3——s low October 1951, and for the first 10 months of the a 
ai AAT se year were 3 per cent below last year. 
0 eel 50 Retail Food Prices were down fractionally in Oc- 
TRAGE ; } soo «tbe from September, but were 1 per cent above Oc- 
: H i — tober 1951, and for the first 10 months of the year a 
450 . ae = ca 450 were 2 per cent below last year. 
on sTore saves WW AY FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 
¢Changes in number of failures; *Figures in show 
' H number of firms reporting this month; >Data available; 
H 350 eOnly percentage of change available; ‘sadjusted for seasonal 
changes; *Bureau of Business Research estimate; ‘Adjusted for 
number of working days; *Data cover county area; "Includes Di 
300 additions, alterations and repairs along with residential and non- 
residential ; *Less than 8 firms reporting ; ?Preliminary ; "Revised; 
Weighted ; *Less than 0.5% ; More than 1,000% increase. 
250 Primary Sources: 
Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- Pr 
200 ness Research from: 1Local Power and Light Companies ; *County 
Clerks of *Ohio Dyers and Cleaners. 
Computed by the Bureau of Business Research a data col- . 
150 lected in cooperation with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. of 
Commerce. 
Computed by the Bureau of Business Researc! ome 
‘100 data supplied by: ®Division of Research and Statistic of ae 
Bureau of Unemployment Compensation, collected in cooperation 
BILLION DOLLARS with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. Dept. of "haber: *Fed- 
55 eral Power Commission ; *Life Insurance Agency Management As- Be 
sociation ; and from data of: *Board of Governees of the Federal 
50 Reserve System : *F, W. Dodge Corporation. 
Other data sources: New York Times ; “Association of Amer- 
ican Railroads; “Dun and Bradstreet, Inc.; 4%American Iron end 
45 Steel Institute; “National Machine Tool Builders’ Association; 
Federal Reserve Board; *U. S. Dept. of Agriculture ; ?"Commer- 
cial and Financial Chronicle; “U. S. Bureau of Labor Stat! 
Us Gov't DIRECT 40 U. S. -—. of Labor; Federal Power Commission ; ™Bureau 
: OBLIGATIONS Mines, U. Dept. of the Interior; “F. W. Dodge Corporation; 
| aU. S. Dent. of Commerce; “Fairchild Publications ; *Standard 
35 35 and Poor’s Corporation; *Dept. of Rural Economics, 0.S.U.; 
*Qhio Bureau of Unemployment Compensation. 
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General Business 


Totals, or Average Indexes for | % | & % 
4 Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Calendar Months } 

Bus. Activity 11-15-52 Comp. N. 180 | 174,+ 3 + 6 |'— 2 
Feht. Car Loadings™ 11-15-52 Thous. 3,281; 3,395|;— 3 |— 1 — 7 
Com. Failures“ 11-15-52 ....Number 581 | 571;+ 2 4/— 6 

Bank Dbw. (Excl. N.Y. 1935-39 437 | 4299 + 8 i+ 4 
Seasonally Adjusted. at Ann. Rates: | | j 

Tot. Pers. Income "Bil. Dob 276 | 274;+ 5 | + 6 
Salaries and Wages Inc.2-4 184 | 12;+ 1/+ 8 |+ 7 
Non-Agricultural Inc.2-4 255 | 71+ 6 
Agr. Inc. (Cash f. Mktgs.) 1935-89 618 | 544,+ 14, 38 + 8 
Life Ins. Sales’. ..........+.. 310) 272 +14 | +17 |+ 14 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate’*..% Capac pacity 107 | 102;+ 5 + 3 |—19 
Securities Issued!?. —New. -Mil. 1, or 808 | + 52 | + 26 | + 25 
Securities Issued**—Refunding ” 154 | + 1 |— 52 |+ 10 
Employment and Pay Rolls” 
«No. Employed—Mfg. | 161 161 2\— 8 
Pay Rolls Man Manufacturing .... | | 469 t 1 10 Iz 1 
Production 

«Industrial Prod. ..........1935-88 231 231 0 t 4\|— 2 

Elec. Power Prod...Mil. of K.W.H.| 34,821) 33,376|+ 4 7 + 8 

tum rod.™.....Thous. Tons| 32,480| 46,870|— 31 |— 37 |— 14 
Steel Prod. Av. Weekly Tons Thous. 2,214 2117;+ 5 |+ 8 |— 16 
Pig Iron Prod.........Thous Tons 6,515 6 + 56 |—17 
Mach. Tools Shipments*. .. .1945-47 358 368|— 3 + 62 |+ 89 
Mach. Tools (New orders) .. 244 302;|— 19 |— 40 | — 387 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 

* Total( Index) 8 Mo.Mov.Av. 1983-85 390 b b b 
Total TOUS. of — 36 +24 |+ 4 
Residential™ 592,313} 518,471;}+ 14 19 |+ 6 
Non-residential™ ..... 470,520/1,272,367; — 68 |+ 138 |— 6 
Public Works & Util™ ” "| 288,125) 248,365;— 4 |+ 74 | + 25 

Distribution 
e e + 8 6 \t 3 

* Dept. Store 347 6 56 |+ 1 

Prices 

* Wholesale Commod. Prices"... .1926 | 174 175|— * 3 

191 2 |+ 2 

105 2 | 1 

Banking and Finance 
| | From 
Nov. 19 | Nov. 21 Nov. 22 

ITEM Last Last 
1962 | 1961 | 1950 | | Year 
Unit | | Amt. | Pr.Ct 

Federal Reserve Banks | % 

U.S. Gov. Securities... Mil. Dol. 23,563 28,275 | 19,296 | — 00 1 

Member Bank Borrowings 1,490 | 231 249; -+ +545 

Member Banks—101 Cities® 

* Total Loans .......... 37,916 34,513 30,086; + 624) 10 
Bus. & har. Loans and | 

Open Market Paper ”" 22,862 20,872 16,988 | + 808/+ 10 
Brok. & Other Secur. 

Snesee cheese. 2,288 | | 1,773 2,204 | — 68 | + 29 

Real Estate Loans... Re 5,990 | 5,671 5,191 | + + 6 

Other Loans ........ 6,845 5,9 804) + 118 15 

* Total Investments .... - 39,194 38,139 39,682 | — 1,143 3 

* U.S. Gov. a . = 31,859 | 31,524 33,306 | — + 1 

and Deposits . 53,219 52,357 49,850; + 2 

Deposits 17,389 | 16,063 15,882; + 121;+ 8 
oney 

Money in Circulation. . 29,842 | 28,701 27,450; + 225'+ 4 

Monetary Gold Stock.. ” 23,337 22,333 23,097 | — 4'+ 4 

Security Markets?’ 

Stock Prices-365 Ind. In’x’35-39 208 | 193 174| + 10;+ 8 
Te 174 | 145 182} + 5 t 20 
i eo 122 115 106 | + 5 6 

BondYld-Corp.Al+ (high gr.) % | 2.984 | 2.989 2.684;— .055;— * 
* Indicates Series Charted (psge 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 3. 
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Oct. Sept. 
ITEM 1952 1952 10 
mos. 
Unit from | from 1952 
or Index Sept. Oct. from 
Base Period 1952 1951 1961 
General Business 
Bank (16 cities) . «1985-88 466 459 2i+ 8 |+ 4 
cial -..-Number | 17 7 —23 
-Thous. Dot.| 6,358 423 | y + 10 
1935-39 298 255 | 17 14 15 
Agr. Income™—Total ...... 1935-39 504 347 + 45 4 if 2 
Meat Animals ........... = 482 411;+ 5 |— 6 |— 6 
Dairy Products .......... 384 361 + 6 8 5 
1,119 298 +282 | 12 + 18 
Poultry and Eggs......... | [+17 9 
Electric Power 1088-89 1 i+ 5 j+ 4 
Bit Coal dake. ThoweTone| 2,216| 3.118|— 29 |+ 29 ¢ 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)”’* 
Total (Index) 935-89 | 515 552 | 7 23 
686 854 | — 20 6 |+ 15 
Nonresidential ......... in hone 572 428 | + 34 55 | — 20 
Public Works & Utilities..:. ” 230|  320|— 28 22 |— 8 
Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores* | | | | 
All Lines¥ (1183)*....... 1935-39 322 281, + 14 8 2 
All Lines¥-4 (1188)...... 306 281;+ 9 8 2 
All Lines’? (1188) ..... e 6 8 1 
Food (153) ....... Fis 275 257 | + 7 t 11 t 9 
Apparel (117) "ss 318 275 | + 16 12 1 
Furniture (104) 267, 9/+ 1 \|—1 
Building Material (121). ” 502 476 | t 5 ij— 1 2 
. Dept. Store Sales (29). se 372 306 | 21 6 z 
Cleaners’ Sales* (37 316 279 | + 18 5 2 
Passgr. Car Reg., New? (40 cos.) No. 17,563 | 14,118 | + 24 10 | — 24 
Truck Reg., New! (40 cos.) ..... 2,361 1,776 33 | — 14 | — 26 
Used Car Reg. 53,044 48,988 8i— 2 
Placements, Unemloyment and Unemployment Compensation™ 
Placement by O.S.E.S.......... 45,210! 53,928 —16 {+ 8|—17 
Registered for Work with O.S.E.S. | 50,380 53,662 6 |—27 |— 5 
Total Benefit Payments. .Thous. Dol. 1,722 2.584 |— 82 —29 |+ 41 
Av. Receiving Wkly.. --No, | 17,300 | 23,913, — 28 82 25 
Wkly. 25.54 26.21;— 3 | 12 12 
Unemployment Com. Fund. .Ma. Dol. 611 | 605|-+ 1 | 9 b 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings” 
Number Employed: | | | 
Total® (7925)® ............ 935-39 | 148 147;+ 1 1 |— 2 
* Manufacturing¥® (2705) | 142 140, + 1 xi— 4 
Trade & Pub. Utils.” (4487) | 184 188;+ 3 + 3 
Construction (783) ...... 156 164;— 5 —10 — 5 
ay 
Total® (7925) 441 487 | 1 | 5 i+ 2 
Manufacturing’ (2705) 454 444 | 2 * 
Trade & Pub. Utils.” (4487) 285 282;+ 1 | 7 i+ 6 
Construction (733) ......... 407 8 |—12 ? 
Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2685)... ” | 169 
Wage Earner Mfg.” (2685) 
Av Hours Worked ......... No. 41.2 * i+ 1 | 1 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)+® 
| | From 
| Nov. 19 | Nov. 21 | Nov. 22 
Unit | mt.  Pr.Ct 
Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank | z % 
U.S. Gov. Securities Thous.Dol. | 2, = 045 2, 174,119 | 1,788,633 | —16,047 + 8 
Member Bank Borrowings ” 235 7,128 7,472 | +48,300|+ 7 
Member Banks—4th District | 
Total Loans ......... Mil. 2,877 2,100! 1,721;— 28) + 18 
Bus. & Agr. Loans and 
Open Mkt. Paper. 1,430 1,278 916 + 12 
Brok. & “Other Soeur. | 
117 | 107 | 138|— 9 
Real Estate Loans 445 | 407 | 351;+ 4\+ 9 
Other Loans ........ 405 | 345 | 
Total Investments .. 3,053 | 3,088 3,161;+ 10/— } 
U.S. Gov. Obligations. . 2,550 | 2,593 2,702 | + 
Demand Deposits ..... 3.798 | 8.708 8,440 32 | + 
Time Deposits ........ 1,459; 1,418) ‘1,868 | + 


* Indicates Charted 
see page 2 
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OHIO EMPLOYEE GROSS EARNINGS NUMBER EMPLOYED 


(1935 -1939 +100. 
AREA Oct., 1952 Oct., 1951 460 60 
(County) Weekly | Hourly | Weekly | Hourly ily 
400 1 
MANUFACTURING :© 400 
Akron (80)® 81.61 | 2.04 3.98 | 1.91 306 ALL INDUSTRIES 
715.28 1.90 | 71.14 | 1.78 PAYROLLS 7 340 
Cincinnati (397) 71.65 | 1.68 | 67.68 | 1.60 an \ Jf 
Cleveland (698) . 85.78 | 1.99 | 80.70 | 1.87 280 
Columbus (157) 74.09 | 1.78 66.42 1.68 \ 280 
(146). | 206 | 7875 | 198 220 \ 
Youngstown (41) 76.18 1.96 70.90 1.84 ALL INDUSTRIES “NV 220 
All other counties (919 73.01 1.76 | 68.74 | 1.69 160 [NUMBER EMPLOYED 
Total Ohio (2669)..... 79.12 | 1.92 | 74.31 | 1.82 SS eae 160 
Trape & Pus. UTILITIES: | | | | 
Akron 115) ...... | 5839 | 149 5117 | 1.84 100 199 
Canton 84) 61.56 1.47 49.71 
Cincinnati 275) ........ | 
Cleveland 411) ......... | 65.09 160 | 61.42 1.50 PRODUCTION AND H TTTT 760 
Columbus 203) 55.22 | 1.84 | 5816 | 129 CONSTRUCTION 
| 64.49 | 1.58 | 60.16 | 1.42 700 
Toledo 187) ............ 66.51 1.63 | 59.80 | 1.48 : 700 
Youngstown (142) ..... 51.44 1.29 49.32 1.21 3 
All other counties (1464) | 60.10 | 1.50 | 54.65 | 1.36 640 4 ee 640 
Total Ohio (2911)....| 55.10 | 1.48 | 58.10 | 1.36 4 | : 
CONSTRUCTION : 
Akron (87) 97.17 2.54 | 9114 | 2.36 580 580 
Canton (31) 24.10 | 2.41 92.31 2.28 
Cleveland (179) ........ 99.38 | 2.76 | 104.28 | 2.60 520 CONSTRUCTION 5 } vi! ih { 1} \—| 520 
Columbus (47) ......... 88.88 | 2.22 | 86.07 | 2.11 CONTRACTS | 8 n ai! 8 
Dayton (46) 90.15 | 2.40 | 101.75 | 2.34 460 AWARDED 460 
101.75 | 2.69 | 100.84 | 2.57 i 
Youngstown (28) ...... 91.17 | 2.46 | 87.78 | 2.26 400 1 i ofa 
All other counties 173) .| 85.60 2.20 81.838 2.07 | 400 
Total Ohio (704)...... 95.98 | 2.46 | 97.47 | 2.38 H it i‘! 
Akron (241) 75.41 1.86 | 67.75 1.75 
Canton (212) .......... 71.20 1.76 | 65.19 1.68 H 
Cincinnati (787) ....... 67.70 1.67 | 65.25 1.58 280 
Cleveland (1288) .....-. 79.06 | 1.87 75.45 | 1.80 
Columbus (407) .......- 63.49 1.53 | 59.08 | 1.46 
Dayton (256) ...... | 8242 | 1.983 | 76.54] 1.76 220 
Toledo (886) ........... 77.89 | 2.00 | 70.48 | 1.86 
Youngstown (206) ..... 72.45 1.89 67.01 1.74 J 160 
All other counties (2556) | 70.47 | 1.76 | 67.86 | 1.69 TANK i 
Total Ohio (6284)..... 71.08 1.77 | 67.84 | 1.69 100 vA Fp ae 
® Covers production workers including working foreman. | AN V/ 
oe all employees except executives and other high-salaried 40 4 Lilitiiilit) 49 
employees. 
® Covers all construction employees except executives and other TRADE 
high-salaried employees. | ] TTTTTTTTTTT] 580 
520 i 520 
400 DEPT. STORE SALES 
460 
ue 
NEW AUTOMOBILE REGISTRATIONS? 8 i } UN 
8 MAJOR COUNTIES ' ‘ 
| Change | Per- 220 4 220 
Ge | | com 
MAKE OF CAR | Oct. | Sept. | 1952 | 1952 | of 160 
1952 1952 from from Total 
Sept. Oct. | 10mos. io 
BANKING AND FINANCE MILLION DOLL 
No, | No. % | % | % | TTTTT 4800 
1.258 "865 | + 45 | + 82 7 4000 4000 
"839 680 |+ 383 |+36 | 5 3500 
664 (+m i ¢ 
638 ler ¢ 3000 
51 | 
348 8044 | 8 2500 
287 237 |+21 |+ 6 2 
282 231 |+22 |—18 | 2 
196 sis |—ss | 38 
192 11 |+27 |+17 | 2 
185 128 | +45 |+4+108 | 1 
170 101 [+68 +19 1 
96 + 4/437 1 
4 | 2 | +100 | — 81 
35 49 |— 29 | 0 x 
14,716 | 11,698 |+ 26 |+ 12 | 100 


For sources and footnotes, see page 2. 
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1943 1945 1947 1949 1951 1952 Manufacturing Employment was up 1 per cent in Oc. | tober 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING (1935-1939=100) INDEX tober from September and was fractionally above October | per ¢ 
500 | | fT TT}TT}IT| 5°° 1951, but for the first 10 months of the year was 4 per cent | porte 
‘ais —— | OK ane below last year. Nine of the 11 major manufacturing | first | 
PAYROLLS V groups reported employment increases in October from | porte 
340 340 September but only 5 groups reported increases from | Tre 
| tober 1951 and only 2 groups reported increases for the | cent } 
260 | 260 first 10 months of the year as compared with last year. | 1951 
Manufacturing Pay Rolls were up 2 per cent in October | P 
180 MAN HOUR 180 ay 
=a % Se “AH from September, 7 per cent from October 1951 and for the |7 per 
100 NUMBER EMPLOYED N J r LIT} ioo first 10 months of the year were fractionally above last |10 m 
CHEMICALS year. All but 2 of the 11 major manufacturing groups re- | cent | 
_ | ) pry 500 ported pay roll increases in October from September, and | 1951, 
420 — 420 all but one group reported increases from October 1951.) Cor 
ay For the first 10 months of the year as compared with last | tober 
340 PAYROLLS ff 340 year, 7 groups reported increases and 5 groups, decreases. | for t 
| Man-Hours Worked in Manufacturing were up 2 per | last | 
260 “—— + 260 cent in October from September, and 1 per cent from Oc- Sept 
180 [NUMBER EMPLOYED | 180 
100 | | | | | | 100 NuMser Empvoven* 
F PR T Inwex INDEX 
340 1985-89=100 Cuanes = 
| | Oct. | Oct. | 10 
260 PAYROLLS = 260 1952 | 1952 | mos. 
| ~~ NUMBER EMPLOYED | 
TOTAL (7925) ” 148) 147 1 
LUMBER All Manufacturing (2705)*....... 142| 140 
580 580 Chemicals 147 4/— 4 
| Food Products (262)........... 115} 120/— 
Miscellaneous (189).......... 111 + 14/+ 
420 420 Miscellaneous 99| 99/+ 6|—18 
ach., aratus 
achine Tools (88)...........4 
: 260 260 Material Handling and 
4 | Power Machinery (19)...... 216| 209)/+ 3 |— 12|— 5 
ee 180 Spec. Mach. & Appl. (349)...{} 129] 126|+ 8|— 3|— 2 Bl 
t Metal Products (641)........... 134] 2|— 6|—10 
1001 Drop Forgings (87)........ 160| 160}— *|— 9|-1 
a Pipes, Pumps, Valves and 
MACHINERY Plumbers’ Supplies (26).... 78 
740 740 Screw Machine —- 
ULF ail and Hardware (48)......... 135 181}+ 3|— 4|-— 9 
Sheet Metal Work (161) 181)/4+ 8|—15 fl 
PAYROLLS Rolling Mills (104)....... 125| 124 |— 15 |—18 
580 580 Miscellaneous (261).......... 175 2/+ *|— 4 
Paper and Prnting (289)....... 138 130}+ 2/— *|— 4 
500 500 Paper, incl. Stationery (24)... 119 4 
iscellaneous (133).........., 
420 420 Rubber Products (51).......... 129 4/— 6 
Tires and Tubes (8).......... 128} 2 
Products 127} 125 1|/— 6 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 260 Brick and 13 188 1 
ViGhina and Pottery (40) 124] 1 x|— 1 
180 180 1\|— 3|— 2 
100 100 Men's Clothing (47).......... Sit 
METAL PRODUCTS Vehicles 190] 188] 4 18 
500 500 Autos and Parts (58)........ 187) + 
— t Railway (3)......... 
100 180 Mines and Quarries (114)......... e — 41-5 as 
- Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based on the employmq 
100 Li} 1909 employment of 788,065 persons in 6,872 establishments. "Figures in pan 
1943 1945 q 1947 1949 1951 1952 In some cases fewer firms report man-hours. 


For sources and footnotes, see page 2. 
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S, \d Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 
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tober 1951, but for the first 10 months of the year were 5 
per cent below last year. Eight of the major groups re- 
ported increases in October from October 1951, but for the 
first 10 months of the year only 2 of the major groups re- 
ported increases from the same period last year. 

Trade and Public Utilities Employment was up 1 per 
cent in October from September, 3 per cent from October 
1951 and 3 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 
Pay rolls were up 1 per cent in October from September, 
7 per cent from October 1951, and 6 per cent for the first 
10 months of the year. Man-hours worked were up 1 per 
cent in October from September, 2 per cent from October 
1951, and 1 per cent for the first 10 months of the year. 


-1951,} Construction Employment was down 5 per cent in Oc- 
th last | tober from September, 10 per cent from October 1951, and 
reases, | for the first 10 months of the year was 5 per cent below 
2 per | last year. Pay rolls in October were down 8 per cent from 
m Oc- September, and 12 per cent from October 1951. 
Pay Rouis® Man-Hovurs*® 
= =100 1985-89= 100 Cuanen 
10 Oct. | Oct. 10 Oct. 10 
mos. 1952 | 1952 | mos. 1952 | 1952 | mos. 
| 1962 Sept. | from | from 1952 . | Sept. | from rom 1952 
from 2 | 1952 t. | Oct. | from |] 1952 | 1952 | Sept. | Oct. | from 
1961 1952 | 1951 | 1951 1952 | 1951 | 1951 
* * 
| 1} 487 + 6/+ 2 zi— 8 
49|— =/+ 4]/+ 168; 171)— 2|— 2/— 32 
x 6 | + 7/+ 100} 118/— 8/+ 8|+ 
8 12 124) 1283/4+ =|/+ 1/+ 8 
299|— 9 5 3 9| 10|/—10}/+10/— 1 
4 478}4+ 11 2 167| 164/+ 2/+ 4 
i+ 8 52) + 4/+16]/+ 8 176| 171/+' 8/+10|+ 2 
719/+ 4/4 8 261} 255/+ 1/— 2 
4 9 2 386 | 325 3 6|— 38 
>| + 16 557; + 1 tot 208 | 207 x £33 +17 
i— 1/— 1 130 mit sic 
5 |—10 1/— 9 143| 142 9/—18 
“si+ 6/+ 2 @¢)/—n|— 8 
238) + 5|+ 10 |— 10 88 2)—14 
4 9 71+ 5|/— 8 161| 152|/4+ 6|— 3|—12 
|— 15 427| + 10 | + 16 |— 12 165; 9/+ 9|— 16 
5 | — 16 414|— 5 |— 12 | — 16 122} 21 |— 19 
5 308} + 34/4 11 102)+ 1/+25/+ 8 
507/4+ 5/4+ 1 18/+ 3|/— 3|— 7 
4 si+ 1 144; 140/+ 8/— 5 
4 7/+ 5 148; 186/+ 5/+ 2|/— 8 
1 396) + 4/4 8 12) 1 
| — 20 5/+ 147|  189/4+ 6/+ 
2\|— 6 306|+ 5 4 5 117| 112 4 zi_ 8 
4\— 6 888) + 10 | + 15 5 122 118;}+ 8/+ 9|— 8 
x|— 7 227|+4+ 4 2 84 81 4 7|— & 
3\|— 2 93 mie tit 
268)4+ 2/+20|/— 1 96 “1+ 6 
3|— 10 260;+ 1/+ 9/— 6 90 
14|— 34|/— 4 189} 179|+ 6 — 
b b b b b b b b b b 
41 | + 42 2107/+ 5 | + 62 | +4 45 650/+ 3]+ 50] + 41 
§ 4 153} 148/4+ 3}/+19|— 2 
8 x/4 7/4 6 89 Sit Lie 2 
2)+ 25)+ 2/4 4 5 14] 111] + 38/4 2 
x/+ 6/4 8 180 180} — 8 
5 445/— «x — 8|/—16/— 6 
e employm4 821,326 persons in 7,925 establishments; indexes of man-hours, on the 
ures in pat) show 


number of establishments reporting employment and pay roll. 
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Business Conditions in 


1943 1945 1947 1949 1951 1952 , AKRON 
AKRON a " / amex Total employment and pay rolls in October were 
$00 (1935-1939 =100) ab _— in 4600 | per cent greater than in September. Current Octo- 
ria ‘ie \! ber total employment increased 1 per cent over Oc- 
550 = \ = —y 550 tober 1951 employment; and for the year-to-date, 
1 employment in 1952 was fractionally higher than in 
500 1 sees 1951. Compared with the same periods last year, 
450 MANUFACTURING H 450 ‘total pay rolls in October this year were up 13 per 
| ee enced cent, and year-to-date total pay rolls were up 12 
¥ 400 per cent. 
VN 350 October retail sales showed a 20 per cent increase 
| BANK DEBITS over September sales and 13 per cent increase over 
300 300 October 1951 sales. 
250 L250 Bank debits in October were 7 per cent higher 
ol than in September and 17 per cent higher than in 
200 Nad 200 October a year ago. 
CANTON 
100 | a October total employment increased 2 per cent 
CANTON over September employment but was down 13 per 
450 wi NTT NT 450 cent from October employment in 1951. Total em- 
4.00 MANUFACTURING \ 400 Ployment in the first 10 months of 1952 was 10 per 
PAYROLLS , A v cent lower than in the same period in 1951. Total 
350 4 rolls in October were fractionally higher than in 
JS nf. \ 300 ‘September but dropped 5 per cent below October 
500 hWa , \\W PY \ | 1951 pay rolls. Year-to-date pay rolls were 9 per 
250}+— 250 ~=—cent less in 1952 than in 1951. 
Retail sales in October were 16 per cent above 
200% iY + 200 September sales but were 3 per cent below October 
BANK DEBITS 150-1951 sales. 
ee wi Bank debits dropped 3 per cent in October from 
100 '00 September, but were 1 per cent higher than in Oc- 
CINCINNATI soo tober 1951, 
45 450 CINCINNATI 
“ Employment and pay rolls in construction only 
wool Ava 400 lower in October than in September 1952 and 
350 wat NAY ¥ 350 in October 1951. For the first 10 months of the year, 
1952 employment and pay rolls were higher than in 
300 300 1951 employment and pay rolls in all lines except 
DEBITS _ 250 and public utilities. 
fi Retail sales in October were 17 per cent above the 
200 4 hacly VU 200 September sales level and 4 per cent above the Oc- 
150 tober 1951 sales level. 
The steel industry operating rate averaged 91 per 
100 _—____— 100 cent of theoretical capacity in October. This average 
CLEVELAND was 2 points less than the September average and 12 
550 | TT] points less than the October 1951 average. 
500 500 
+50 October total employment was fractionally above 
400 L , 400 September employment and 2 per cent above October 
\/ 1951 employment. Total employment during the first 
350 + 350 10 months of 1952 was 1 per cent above employment 
300 during the corresponding period in 1951. In October 
300 total pay rolls increased 1 per cent and 7 per cent 
ae WN = i 250 from pay rolls in September 1952 and October 1951, 
i respectively. For the year-to-date, total pay rolls 
200 in 1952 were 4 per cent higher than in 1951. 
150 150 The October steel industry operating rate was 110 
be per cent of theoretical capacity—a gain of 4 points 
100 Liiiiiiii:00 over the September average and 9 points over the 
1943 1945 1947 1949 1951 1952 October 1951 average. 


: 
| 
of 
Ai 
| 
| 
: | 
oj 
- 
4 - 
| 
| ‘ 
| 
| 


er 


nd 12 


above 
‘tober 
e first 
yment 
etober 
r cent 
rolls 


as 110 
points 
er the 


Number Employed :5-« 


All Manufacturing (89)*...... ” 99 
Trade and Pub. Utils. 161 
Construction (37)* eo 151 
Pay Rolls:°* Total” (267). 325 
All Manufacturing (89)*...... 247 
Trade and Pub. Utils. aise. 
Construction (37)* ..........- 676 


Ret. Sales—Independent Stores (66)* 


Auto Registrations: :*-8 New Cars .... -No. 1,410 


| +++ 


++ 


} 5 
ew T eee 217 46 1 
*Bank Debits 656 7 | 17 
Liabilities™ ...... . Dol. | 7 y | — 42 
Power 1985-86 | 586 6 
Val. Bldg. Permits”, bees 961 41 + 4 
1,161 41 — 9 8 
Nonresidential | 1,053 49 | + 42 147 
Number Employed 
Total® (280) .....+...- 126 | + — 10 
All Manufacturing of + 2 —17 —12 
Trade and Pub. Utils. bee + 2 — 6 — 8 
.. + * — 8 — 6 
* Pay Rolls: Total¥ (280) 346 + * — 6 — 9 
All Manufacturing 336 + 1 — 8 —12 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (102)*.. a 309 + 1 + 3 — 4 
Construction (31)* ......-+.-- 566 — 2 + 4 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores! (18)* % e + 16 — 3 — 8 
Auto Registrations :** New Cars .....No, 917 + 47 + 6 — 30 
New Trucks ... 131. + 31 — 138 — 31 
+Bank Debits Index®-............ 436 
Commercial Failures™® ........... + 1 — 4f 
Liabilities’ Thous. Deol | ll + | — 69 — 31 
Val. Permits,‘ 494 + 24 | + 42 + 49 
dential .........- | —22 41 — 30 
™ |1,000| 519] + 94 | +898 | +608 
CINCINNATI 
Number Employed 
(928)* 117 | + 1 + 6 * 
All Manufacturi (408)*.. + 2 + 9 + 1 
Trade and > (408)* ms + 1 + =|— 2 
Construction (117)* ........-- 110 + 4 
* Pay Rolls:*s Total® (928)*.. 351 + 1 i+ 8 + 4 
All Manufacturing (403)*..... es + 2 + 16 + 5 
Trade an Ut (408)*... = 207 + 2 + 2 —_- * 
Construction (117)* .......... 34 — 6 — 6 + 15 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (141) © {+17 |+ 4)— * 
Auto Registrations :*-* New Cars s+++No 2,112 1,755 | + 20 | + 1|— 2 
New Trucks ... 343 | 237 + 45 — 18 — 4 
Retail Food Price Index"®.....-..1986-89 | 238; 237 + * ft 3 + 3 
*Bank Debits Index®t............1936-89| 398 — 38 10 + 4 
Commercial Failures — lf + 6F 
= —100 0 + 79 
4088-89 619 392 + 58 +126 — 31 
_— 1 + 48 — 43 
+214 +815 — 33 
Steel Ind. Oper. — 2 
CLEVELAND 
Number Employed | 
Total¥ 160) i+ + 2 + 1 
All Manufacturing (698)*..... ” 153 | + 2 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (645)*... ” + 1i|+ 6 + 5 
Construction (180)* ...... vm ~ 525 — 7 —17 — 5 
* Pay Rolls: Total¥ (1528) 427 | + 1 + 7 + 4 
All Manufacturing (698)*..... ” 460 + 8 + 9 + 2 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (645) 313 + 12 + 10 
Construction (180)* 800 — 13 22 — 8 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores! (74)"* +18 | +11 |] — 2 
Auto Registrations :*-s New Cars .....No, 5,283 4,120 + 27 + 21 | — 21 
w Trucks .. 568 | + 40 — 8 — 24 
Retail Food Price ee soca) 242 — 1 + 2 + 3 
*Bank Debits Index®t............ 1935-39 503 i+ 4 + 6 + 3 
Commercial Failures? ........... + + it] — 
Liabilities? ...... . Dol, 180 +177 | +145 — 33 
Val. Bldg. Permits,t Totals. 1985-39 537 —20 +71 | —16 
Residential ....... 1 | + 30 + 54 
Nonresidential .............-.- 2 1,088 | 1 | +237 — 40 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate’? 4 Wke. Av. % Cap , 110| 8 | + 8 |.—19 


* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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MONTH Last YEAR 
Oct. | Sept. 
ITEM 1952 | 1952} Oct. 10 
1952 1952 mos. 
Unit from from 1952 
or Index Sept. Oct. from 
Base Period 1952 1951 1951 
COLUMBUS 
%e To 
Number Employed | | % 
1935-39 150 148, + 1 + 9 + 6 
All Manufacturing *(157)" 156 162, + 2 +10 9 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (262)*... os 146 142, + 2 | + 10 + 7 
Construction (48)* ........... 120 — 13 | + 1 
Pay Rolls: Total¥ 415 409 + 1 +18 +11 
All Manufacturing (157)*..... Bs | 623 604 + 3 + 22 | +12 
Trade and Pub. Utils. 315 307 + 3 +15. +10 
Construction (48)® ........... 229); 276, — 17 + 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores* (103)" “% e |+14 4 
Auto Registrations :*& New Cars ..... No.| 1,555} 1,311) + 19 +15 | —24 
New Trucks ... ” | 17 154 | + 10 | — 30 — 20 
Retail Food Price Index"........1935-88 216 218' — 1(;,+ 38 | + 4 
* Bank Debits 419| 400 + 5 +18 | + 7 
Commercial v | bt | bt 
Liabilities* ...... Thous. Dol. b | 
Val. Bidg. Permits**,* Total®... .1935—-89 417 512, — 19 — 40 + 19 
Nonresidential 516) 607; —15 | — 24 + 8 
Residential ..... 212| — 39 | — 76 | + 32 
DAYTON 
Number Employed :*-« | | | 
1395-39 140; + 1 — 3 — 7 
All 158, 1652, + 4/+ 1/|—6 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (97)*.... 126; 127, — 1 — 6 
Pay Rolls: Total® (275)*..... 481 473, + 2 + * 
All Manufacturing (1382)*..... 595 576 + 38 + 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (97)*.... ” 340, 338: + 1 + 4 + 2 
Construction (46)* ........... 215 245| — 12 —33 9 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (19)* e e | +10 7|—4 
Auto Registrations New Cars ... --No. 1, = 1,069| + 20 + 
New Trucks ... 145 106: + 37 — 56 
*Bank Debits Index®t............1086-89 491 517 — 5 | + 38 | + 6 
Commercial Failures™ 0 — — 
7 Liabilities® .... Dol. 0 0 0 | —100 | + 40 
Indus. Power Consump. indexi-t 353375 — + 9i+ 4 
Val. . Permits*,*—Total®.... 677 288 +1385 — 
Residential ...... - 501 496, + 1 — 32 | —27 
Nonresidential | 7 | +18 
TOLEDO 
Number Employed :*« | | 
Total® (378)% 1935-39; 100 97' + 3 — 2 — 5 
All Manufacturing (148)* ..... | | a 107; + 2 + 1 — 5 
Trade and Pub. — (177)*... 2 | 86 81° + 7 — 6 — 5 
Construction (53)* .........-. 121. — 4 —21 
Pay Rolls Total® (378)* 250 240, + 4 + 8 + 2 
All Manufacturing (148)* ..... - 288 280, + 3 + 18 + 4 
Trade and Pub. Utils. Carrie. my ; 189 176;' + 8 + 4 + * 
Construction (53)" ........... 246 260 | — 6|—27 |-2 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (89)* Yo e e + 32 + 7 — 3 
Auto Registrations :*-s New Cars .....No, | 1,529 ]1,218, + 26 + 13 | —2l 
New Trucks...” | 215] + 48 | +10 | — 2 
Bank Debits, Index’ ee = i+ ot + OF + 1st 
Liabilities** .. ’Theus. Dol. 5) b 
Indus. Power Consump. Indexi-# 1985-88 | 366] 3878; 2:+ 2|+ 
Val. Bldg. Permits’ 370] 362; + 5 | + 54 | — 14 
Residential ..........s+++0+ - 478 575 | — 17 + 33 — 18 
Nonresidential ” 150| 1899| — 21 | + 18 | —18 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Number Employed 
1935-39} 109) 109} — | —19 | —18 
Al Manufacturing “(41)*. 108; 108; + * | —24 | —14 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (162)*... 112;— *|— 9 | —10 
Construction (23)® 44 9 |—13 |— 1 
Pay Rolls:** Total¥ 312 339; — 8 — 13 
All Manufacturing (41)*...... 328| —11 | —14 | —12 
Trade and Pub. Utils. (162)*... ” 278| 276; + 1 — 9 |—10 
Construction (28)* ......+++.. 126 12 —10 | — 6 
Ret. Sales— Independent | Stores* (84) * ne + 
Auto Registrations : New Cars .....No, 
*Bank Debits Index®-t 5 
Commercial Failures 2 + + — 3 
Liabilities ......Thous. Dol. 12 0; + ¥ | +500 | + 
Indus. Power Consump. Index! .1985-86| 309| 303) + 2 + 
Val. Bldg. Permits**,*—Total®.... 481 — 18 — 39 
994) — 36 | — 26 | +27 
Nonresidential .......-....-++- = 474| 275| + 72 | +145 | — = 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 Wis. Av. % Cap. 106 106 0 si-_- 
© Indicates Series Charted (Page 7). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 3 
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COLUMBUS 

An increase of 1 per cent over September oc- 
curred in both total employment and pay rolls in Oc- 
tober. Compared with October 1951, total employ- 
ment and pay rolls in October this year were up 9 
per cent and 18 per cent, respectively. For the first 
10 months of the year, total employment was 6 per 
cent greater than in 1951, and total pay rolls were 
11 per cent higher. 

October retail sales increased 14 per cent over 
September sales and 11 per cent over October 1951 
sales. 

Bank debits in October were 5 per cent above de- 
bits in September and were 18 per cent above debits 
in October 1951. 


DAYTON 

Total employment in October was 1 per cent above 
September employment but was 3 per cent below Oc- 
tober employment a year ago. For the year-to-date, 
total employment dropped 7 per cent below the em- 
ployment level in 1951. Total pay rolls in October 
increased 2 per cent and 5 per cent over pay rolls 
in September 1952 and October 1951, respectively. 

In October, bank debits were 5 per cent lower than 
in September, but were 3 per cent higher than in 
October last year. 

Industrial power consumption decreased 6 per cent 
in October from September, but was 9 per cent more 
than in October 1951. 


TOLEDO 

October total employment increased 3 per cent 
over September employment, but decreased 2 per 
cent from October 1951 employment. Total employ- 
ment in the first 10 months of 1952 was 5 per cent 
below employment in the corresponding period of 
1951. Total pay rolls in October were 4 per cent 
higher than in September and were 8 per cent higher 
than in October last year. Compared with pay rolls 
in the first 10 months of last year, total pay rolls so 
far this year were 2 per cent greater. 

Sales of independent retail stores increased 32 per 
cent over sales in September and 7 per cent over 
sales in October 1951. 

Bank debits in October were only fractionally 
higher than in September and were 7 per cent high- 
er than in October 1951. 


YOUNGSTOWN 


From September to October the only increases 
which occurred in employment and pay rolls were in 
manufacturing employment and trade and public 
utilities pay rolls. Compared with last year, employ- 
ment and pay rolls in all industries were lower dur- 
ing the current periods. 

October retail sales were 9 per cent above Sep- 
tember sales and 7 per cent above October 1951 
sales. Cumulative sales in 1952 were 3 per cent low- 
er than 1951 sales. 


The steel industry operating rate in October aver- 
aged 106 per cent of capacity—not changing from 
September and dropping 4 points from October 1951. 
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PRODUCTIVITY CHANGES 
(Continued from Page 1) 


The proper attitude and technical flexibility of the 
worker which makes possible the introduction of more pro- 
ductive operations is highly significant. The length of the 
working day and the whole working environment are im- 
portant considerations. 

In addition to the introduction of labor saving equip- 
ment, management’s policies, labor’s health, morale and 
attitude, productivity is affected by the level of operation 
of the total economy—depression or prosperity and war or 
peace. During prosperity, for example, the large-scale 
operation makes possible, up to a point, the more efficient 
utilization of existing equipment. Also, more capital is 
available for the introduction of more efficient equipment. 
On the other hand, less efficient plants and machinery may 
come into use, less efficient workers in some cases are re- 
employed, and less pressure exists on management for 
cutting waste and for improving efficiency. 

Also, a mere change in the types of goods produced can 
effect a decrease or an increase in productivity. Any econ- 
omy is more efficient in the production of some types of 
goods than it is in producing others. The production of 
more cigarettes and less cigars would increase the pro- 
ductivity of an economy simply because it takes much less 
time (labor) to produce one dollar’s worth of cigarettes 
than a dollar’s worth of cigars. Many more factors not 
mentioned here are influential in productivity growth.* 


Per Cent Change in Productivity, Selected Industries, 


1950 from 1939 
CHANGE INDUS TRY 
+4 
GLASS CONTAINERS 
GANNING ANO 
PRESERVING 
CEMENT 
CLAY CONSTRUCTION 
+16 
PAPER AND PULP 
NONFERROUS METALS 
COKE 
SED AND 
° EVAPORATED MILK 
FLOUR AND OTHER 
GRAIN-MILL PROOUCTS 
1939 1980 


Source: Accomponying Teble 


Productivity has always been a factor (explicitly recog- 
nized and formalized by economists for more than a cen- 
tury) in establishing wage rates, wages of management, 
rent, dividends, and interest payments, if in no other way 
than to establish limits beyond which the employer could 
not pay without experiencing losses. It has only been re- 
cently, however, that the word productivity (improvement 
factor) has been used more and more, by management and 
labor, around the collective bargaining table. In general, 
increased productivity can be either passed on to the gen- 


* Cf. “Productivity, Gauge of Economic ene National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers,{New York, New York, 1952. 


eral consuming public through lower prices or to the fac- 
tors of production such as labor, management, capital, and 
land through higher earnings. 


Productivity 1944 Compared with 1939 

During World War II total output of the economy 
reached unprecedented heights and along with the in- 
creased output went increased productivity—output per 
man-hour. In spite of the over-all increase in productivity, 
decreases in productivity occurred in some business areas. 
Old and outdated equipment in some instances was 
brought into use, the labor force was augmented by many 
unskilled workers, material shortages developed, modern- 
izing of equipment in some plants had to be postponed, 
and production in some plants was pushed beyond the 
most optimum point of operation in terms of output per 
unit of input. 


Per Cent Change in Productivity, Selected Industries, 
United States, Selected Periods, 1939-1950 


Per Cent Change 
(Output per Man-Hour) 
INDUSTRY 1944 1950 1950 
from from from 
1939 1939 1944 
Manufacturing 
Beet sugar 
Beet sugar produced........ — 24.3 + 15.0 + 61.9 
Sugar beets sliced.......... — 22.2 + 26.0 + 62.0 
Canning and Preserving...... + 11.6 + 31.6 + 17.9 
aaa — 16.2 + 380.7 + 56.0 
Construction : — 16.2 + 28.7 + 47.6 
tee + 38.1 + 1.5 — 16 
yy ete coke + 3.0 + 08 — 21 
+ 97 + 22.0 + 11.2 
Condensed & Evaporated Milk — 17.7 + Li + 22.8 
+ 11.7 + 21.9 + 91 
Flour and other Grain-Mill 
— 14.7 — 14.1 + 0.7 
Glass Containers ....... + 21.0 + 33.9 tT 10.7 
ce + 26.1 + 38.1 9.5 
Full-fashioned — + 387.5 + 62.8 + 18.4 
Seamless hosiery ........... + 12.8 + 14.0 + 11 
+ 21.4 + 43.4 + 18.1 
+ 11.7 + 26.0 + 13.6 
— 13.0 + 9.7 + 26.1 
Nonferrous Metals ........... — 8.1 + 65.7 + 15.0 
and other Synthetic 
+ 58.6 +186.1 + 80.4 
Tobacco re: + 7.1 + 87.1 + 28.0 
+ 17.2 $2.2 + 28.3 
aa & other tob. products + 6.9 44.1 + 34.8 
Private non-farm (manufacturing 
and non-manufacturing)* .... + 22.3 + 29.2 + 5.6 


Source: United States Department of Labor, and *National Productivity 
and Its Long-Term Projection, John W. Kendrick, adapted 
from Productivity, Gauge of Economic Performance, National 
Association of Manufacturers, New York 20, New York, 
August, 1952. 


Private nonfarm productivity per man-hour increased 
22 per cent in 1944 from 1939, while at the same time, 
productivity decreased in the production of beet sugar, 
cement, clay construction products, condensed milk, flour, 
paper, and nonferrous metals. 


Productivity 1950 Compared with 1944 

Following the end of World War II and the subsequent 
reconversion period, productivity in almost all areas in- 
creased above their war time levels even though total out- 
put was below World War II levels. In 1950 as compared 
with 1944 productivity per man-hour in private nonfarm 
business activity increased 6 per cent. In many of the 
areas where productivity per man-hour was down in 1944 
as compared with 1939, it increased to the point where, by 
1950, productivity was well above the 1939 levels. 


Sam Arnold 
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